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       Board of Trustees  
 

 

On behalf  of the Board I would like to com-

mend this fundraising initiative to you. 

 

While a similar fundraising initiative had been 

commenced some time ago, it is now opportune 

to relaunch the sale of the youth theatre seats 

project, particularly given the recent establish-

ment of the College Arts Council. 

 

The Council has  an important role in overview-

ing and  guiding the fundraising, for the Youth 

Theatre and arts initiatives generally. 

 

Please take some time to consider making an 

investment in the future by the purchase of a 

seat(s). 

 

Gillian Gemming 

Chair 

 

Arts Council  

 

 

This fundraising project is one of the first iniatives 

that the recently formed Art Council is involved with. 

 

Given the pending completion of the Youth Theatre 

building which has been funded through Ministry of 

Education and College Board of Trustee contribu-

tions, we are now facing the challenge of raising 

funds to assist with the fitout of the Youth Theatre. 

 

The sale of seats is a key fundraising opportunity that 

with the support of the school and wider communities 

is achievable and will provide for a superb arts and 

cultural facility for the  College and community gen-

erally. 

 

We look forward to your support. 

 

Bill Wasley 

Chair 

      Introduction  



 

 

Background  

 

Work first began on the proposal in 2000 and it 

is the latest project to be constructed to fulfil 

the College Development Plan first established 

in 1996 

 

Since the preliminary work in 2000 a great deal 

of further work has been completed including a 

modified design and construction of the Youth 

Theatre shell is nearing completion. 

 

Originally the design was completed to provide 

significantly enhanced performing arts facili-

ties for College use however it was always 

contemplated that the facilities should also be 

available for other youth use and for more gen-

eral community based  use. 

 

The new building replaces the old school hall, which 

was constructed in 1960 having long outlived the 

curriculum requirements of the performing arts and 

no longer able to serve as a suitable place of assem-

bly for the school. The new Theatre is designed to 

accommodate every aspect of the College's perform-

ing arts curriculum, providing a fully functioning 

performance facility for the teaching and perform-

ance of drama and music at the school. 

Design Philosophy  

 

The new building is designed to meet the needs of 

the college as expressed by consultation over a six 

year period. This consultation included discussions 

with numerous community user groups who have 

either had use of the old hall in the past or expressed 

interest in using the proposed facility. 

 

 

The principal objective was to provide a facility that 

will accommodate  fully professional theatre per-

formance's  that will support full-scale school pro-

ductions as well as offer community groups a fully 

operational theatre as an alternative to existing ven-

ues. 

 

Facilities  

 
The new building provides a foyer, auditorium and 

stage with associated support spaces, all linked to 

existing music and drama facilities. The building will 

form the heart of the Collegeôs performing arts teach-

ing complex. 

 
 

 

 

Setting  the Scene  



 

 

 

 

Foyer  

 
The foyer is located to provide access directly from 

the heart of the College with easy access to adjacent 

parking. 

 

The high ceilings of the main entrance provide a facil-

ity for display of school and community visual art. 

The space includes the use of a timber portal beam 

from the old hall in recognition of that building's past 

role in the life of the College. This space will also pro-

vide for the display of the extensive College Honours 

Boards.  

 

The foyer is designed as an open, airy space with 

doors opening onto the existing courtyard and wide 

canopies for shelter.  Floors are tiled and a laminated 

timber stair leads up to the auditorium. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auditorium  

 

The new 245 seat auditorium provides clear sightlines 

for the entire audiences. Terraces provide for 202 

fixed upholstered theatre seats while on the lowest 

level adjacent to the stage are  41 removable seats and 

two disabled accessible seating locations.  

 

The stage floor is equivalent to the old hall floor area 

and has access from both sides  as well as a cross-over 

passage behind the rear wall.  The stage provides a 

split scene configuration for theatre production, with 

space on each side of the proscenium opening for 

scene changes. 

 



 

 

The Project  

The proposal is divided into 7 stages. 

 

Stage 1 Construction of building includ-

ing : 

 

Stage 

Auditorium 

Lobby(s) 

Foyer 

 

The total cost for this is $2,665,000 plus GST 

 

This stage will be completed by December 2007 

 

Stage 2 Fit Out  

 

Additional funding is required for the following to 

enable full use: 

 

Upgrade/extension of the existing sound acoustic and 

lighting system 

Seating 

Foyer, Kitchen, ticketing 

Mains power supply    $536,000 

 

Stage 3  

 

Prop Store and Scene Dock   $160,000 

 

 

 

 

Stage 4  

Green room and changing rooms  $190,000 

 

Stage 5  

Lobby area two and change area  $473,000 

 

 

Stage 6  

Little theatreðpractice room and back up 

green room      $170,000 

 

Stage 7  

Landscaping, lighting, car park lighting and 

access, lighting for safe public access $  89,000 

 

Funding  

 
The total cost of all seven stages is approximately 

$4,340,000 (GST exclusive) 

 

Stage 1 which is approximately $2,665,000 has been 

funded by the Ministry of Education  and the College 

Board of Trustees 

 

Additional funding of $1,676,000 is required of 

which approximately $400,000 needs to be raised by 

the College 

 

 



 

 

Youth Theatre Seat Purchase 

 

 

To assist in raising the final amount of funds, it is pro-

posed to sell seats in the Theatre. The term for which the  

seat purchase will apply is 10 years from the theatre 

opening. 

 

The sale of seats  is projected to raise approximately 

$150,000, which will be a significant contribution to 

achieving the funding target. 

 

 

 

 

Theatre Seating Layout  


